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But the Path of the Righteous ts as 4 ſhining Light, hens mere an ml 4 ] 
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But more eſpecially to them that be- bo. : 
lieve in his ES 


LIGH 


ALSO 


Signifyi ing (in ſhort) that the Suffering Pebp le of : 
God were ſubjeR to the Higher PO W k R, and--- 
Suffered under the Powers of Darkneſs, _ : 


_ By Peter: Hardcaſile. S- 


They that dew God, and Glorified him not as God, eetcber' E 
tain bim in their knowledge, God gave them over to areprobite Mind, © 
and they became vain in their Imaginations,and their feolifh beaten , Th: hes 4 

darkned, Rom 1, 21. "ROLE 


wore unto the exo nd: Prov. 4.21. 
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Wy -* Teſtimony of Gods Lowvih unto Mans | 
kind in General ; but more cle 
tothem that Believe i in his Light. | 


4 "wk 
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HE Lord God, who created all things by the Word of hi his 
| Power, manifeſted his Love unto Mankind in general, | dy. 
creating man in bis own Image, and giving him power at te 
| dominion over the Works of his Hands 3 that both M; oy 
and Female might ſtand in the Heavenly Authority, in the. i; 
Power, and Heavenly Image, over the Earch and earthly th 
dering them in the Wiſdom of the Creator , and\ over theS 
and all his ſubtilty, and power 3 and in this State they had-ri = 
the Tree of Life, and the Fruir of it, which was to keep chem al 
unto God, that they mighe Worſhip and Serve'him, and bow tt 
his Power ; and ſo live to the Praiſe and Glory of the Lord bop dts 
In this Eſtate man was in union with bis Maker, and kneweno Sorrow. 
nor Death, nor any Evil ; 'n this blefſed Eſtate they lived 
Serpent, chrough his ſubrilty deceived the Woman, and ; nd 
the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil.and gave alſo unto ber fu 
band,and they both did eat of the forbidden Fruit 4 and fo finer 
and Death by ſin; thus they came to know Sorrow, and Death, c 
Pain,and loſt the Paragice of God, and right to the Tree of Li - | 
ſo fell from the Life ard Power of God ,under the Serpents powel = 
under Death's dominion. Inthis Eſtate are all He Sons and? Daugh 
cers of Aday in the fall, who are nor redeemed by the Life and P 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt: Bur the Lord in the Riches of his Loveas 
his free Grace, hath manifeſted his Love aboungantly unto 
in thac he hath given bis only begotten Son, who was * 
himſelf beforsthe World begab, by whom the World; wal i" 
therein was made, and by whom all things are upbeld ; kia 
Father given,and prepared bim a Body, that be m igbr % route 
the Father, & taſted Death for oy w_ and en) 


bes 
< 


” might havea Day of Viſi:acion of the Love of God, who would bave 


*. ofthe Truth, and be ſaved, asit's written, Titxu 2. 2. The Grace of 
» God, that bringeth Salvation, hath appeared to all men +. Thus the Lord 
| | hath manifeſted his Love again unto Mankind in general, in giving a 
Day of Vilication, and tendering his free Grace in the Love of the 
 LordJeſus Chriſtz and ſo the ye clear from the Blood of all men, 
; that will none of his Counſel, who reje& his G7acz and good Spirir, 

+ whenit is freely tendered to them, by which they might be ſaved from 
| Sin and Death, and reſtored unto Everlaſting Life : Aod unto this 

> undeniable 77#th of God (hall the Unrighteous Generation confeſs 

* -1n_ the mighty Day of the Lord, and that the Way of the Lord is 

' Equal. 


# | But moreeſpecially theLord hath manifeſted his undeclarableLoye 
+ (in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt) in che Hearts of thoſe who receive the 
- Light ard Spirit of Grace, whea it is tendered to them, and appears 
| inthemy theſe come t@ know the Work of the Lord by the oppera- 
| ting of his Power and Spirit of Grace, by which the heart comes g 
+ be opened, and the Eye of the Linderſtandiog inlightened (mere and 
© more) that the Creature comes to diſcern thoſe things that per. 
= cain unto Life and Salvation; ard ſo waiting upon the Lord in his 


min'ion over the ſpiric and power of darkneſs; & ſo 3s the Faith ſtands 
in the Power of God, the work of Darkneſs (which is Sin and [nj« 
| Quiry) comes to be wrought out of the Creature; ard the Blood 
or Life of the Lord Jeſus comes to be miniſtred unto the Soul, by 
-which.che Soul comes to be Waſhed, Comforted, andiinlivened(more. 
and more) to wait uponthe Lord; and thus the Soul comes tobe 
-fab'et co the Lord, and co his Chriſt, the Power of God, which is. 
"the Higher Power,which every Soul ought to be ſubjeRt unto: and fo 
-the Soul being purified and made ſubjeR to the Power of God, comes 
"80 be joyned unto the Lord in the Spirit, and ſo waits upon the Lord, 
eand ſerves bim, and worlbips him in the Spirit and inthe Truth, 
and Fereby the Love of God comes to be ſhed abroad in the hearc 
aboundantly{(beyond exprefſiion)and the Soul comes to pertake of di- 
vine Conſolation, eats of the Bread, and drinks of the Water of Life, 
and ſo comes to know a Paſſage from Death to Life, as the prima. 


ace LiShr of Lite)tbat all Mankind | 


- 8ll men to ſee from whence they are faln, and come tothe knowledged 


= Gitr, which is #x7e, comes to fcel bis pure Power, which gives do... 
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: divine Conſolation, whitſt they remain'in the Body, ir is bur wel \ | 


and inGlory(after the Night of Darkneſs,and Apolſtacy froa 


"tive Chriſten: did And fothe tender Gare ney M 
Lord: > is qe" on his i unto "ha uf believech rs F1 
kailling and obedient unto the Heavenly Voice (or Motion'of th wrod 

ly Spirit) and whatever the Children of Lighrcome.to pertake; © 


Earneſt of the Inberitance, which'the Lord hath prepared for themin, 
his Heavenly Kingdom, when time ſhall be no more; and fothe AS 5 
poſtle and Miniſter of Chriſt ſaid on thigqyife,//hen owr earthly Houſes - 
of this T abernacle # diſolved, we have a Building wade without hands, 
eternal inthe Heavens: And Moſes, the Servant of the Lord; C hoſed T. 
rather to ſuffer Affliftion with the People of God,then to injoy the pleaſures. E 
of ſin for 4 ſeaſon , becauſe he had reſpegt to the Recompence of the} 
Reward : And fo, ialike manner, the Feople of God in all Ageyhe, 3 
were delivered from the power of Darkxſs, and" made ſubject tothe 
Power of Goa,they chos'd rather to ſuffer wich the Safferipg Seea,the! 
to do thoſe things which migbe diipleaſe the Lord, and bring bi 2 
heavy Judgments upon themſelves, and caufe the Name of the Lord & 5 : 
be blaſphemed $ and ſo beivy made perfc& in their Generations « 
cording to the Will of Gad, they became as Tryed Stones in the þ 
of God, and were of the peneral Aſſembly, and Church of the F 
born, "Feſms Cbrs En 5 the Head and chick Corner-ftone 3. and G 
Souls were ſubject to the Higher Power, and were nouriſhedi 


(2 


| Breſts of Conſolation 3 and what ever they ſuffered outwardly,it'w4 | 44 


under the power of Dark»eſs ; and ſo Jefus ſaid unto; his Peyſe 
when he was to Suffer, (> Thu is your hover, and the power of Dark 
zweſs : And the true Chriſtians i inthe primitive time, before the 4 ſpo-*- 
facy,who were delivered from the Power of Darkneſs, they ceſh fied, ©: 
T hat they wreſtled not againſt Fleſh and Blood, but 4gainſt Principallities,--. 
and Powers, and ſpiritual Wickedneſs in bigh Places 3 and er theſe”: 
Chriſtians were ſubjeR tothe higher Power,and did not reſiſt the Or"; 
dinance of God. Even ſo, now hath the Lord > panpbgrka in Power ©: 


and Power of God) to gather in one (evenin Chriſt) che hear! bode and- © 
ſpirics of his People, that he may Baprize them by bisSpinit e- 
Body, that as. the Lord is one; and his Name one, even ſo his] = LR: 
ple may be one in him, and wait upon him, and ſerve  bim, and --> 
worſhip him,and bow co his Name, and be ſubje& ro hig Power (Gods. . © 
OO and to every Ordinance of man, OTTER EI 
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© carries it on by his own Power and for this end the Lord ax» ip 
”. his Servants, torurn Peoples minds tothe Light of Chriſt; and fr 

” the power of Darkneſs unto God, and their Teftimony wastrue ; 
* and as many as receive the Light, and believe init, they receive pow- 
- erover their own wils, and over the ſpiric and power of -Darkneſ7, 
and ſo wraſtles again the Spirit and Power of Darkneſs, to 
” be delivered from ics Teynprations. And as: it was the PraQiſe 
= of tbe Churches of Chrift, inthe primitive Times, to meet together 
* and wait upon the Lord, that they might receive of his Fulneſs, and 
” their Soulsbe ſatisfied with the feeling of his Love,and Life, and Pow= 
” er manifeſted in and amongſt them, by which chey were refreſhed 
- and enabled co ſtand againſt the Wiles and Temprations of the Devit . 
 andpowerof Darkneſs; even ſo, the ſame PraRiſe is found amongſt 
the Gatherings of the Lords People (who are in ſcorn called 2u4- 
” bers) by which ic appears, that they have received of the fame Spric 
=. and Power which they had, who lived in the Apoſtles dayes 3 and 
> though theſe Chriſtians have no other end in meeting rogerher, but - 
that the Name of the Lord and his Truth may be exalced, and their 
© Souls refreſhed, ip feeling the Life and Power of the Lord inthem, 
E andamongſtthem,and receive Wiſdom from the Lord, that they may 
= beordered by it in a holy Converſation, that chejrLight may ſhine 
before men, that the Lord may 'be Glorified and Praifed for all his 
- Bleſſogs, - Many hve ſuffered very deeply, lince they were gatber- 
> edinthe Name of the Lord, and their Sufferings do encreafe fince 
- thelate AQt came forth, which was maJeCas we ſuppoſe) againſt Sed:. 
ries Seftaries, and other Diſlojal Perſons, who under Pretence of T ender 
” Conſciences, bave or may at their Meetings congrive Inſurrettions, as late 
- "Experiesce bath /ſoewn : If this be'ſo, thar che AR be againſt ſuch, ler 
- the Wiſe in Heart conſider, whether the Innocent People of God, who 
- are free from all theſe things (and abide 1n the Spiric of Truth, and 
bring forth the Fruits of the Spirit, whichis Love, Meekzeſs, Peace, 
+» Long-Suffering, Temperance, andthe like, which the Apoſtle ſaicb, 
'* Apainit ſuch there ix no Law) do not fuffer contrary to the Law; and 
- whether the Rod of the Wicked ought to be laid upon the Back of 
” the Righteous; andwhetherir be not-high time for all Miniſters of 
'- Law and juſtices to wait for the Power of God to open their Under- 
| "ſtandings, that cbey may diſcern betweenhe Righteous and the wo 
Bin 7 ea, 
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cr mee in Realſe ntinbe Tin; ale 
Tranfere NE hes TO rt 
oy fo that Eove, and Peace, radon, pray. 
edge of God and his Trar rh ih fre over. che Sag e the; 
| Lord may pouer forth his ings Mie ever of GUN \ds;. - 
- andthat Sin, and Iniquicy, and every Abomitarion (in: on a ye of* 
the Lord may be done away, which brings the Ovels arid, rath.of. 
God upon Families, and Cities, and Kingdoms and thac all P ow 
higb and low might 'Fearthe Lord, and honour him above all, -and be 
ſubje&co his Power : So ſhall the Mountain of the Lords Houſe be | 
eſtabliſhed above all Mountains, and Love and Peace growintl 4 
Earth, that the Nations may bear ch Swords into Plow: ſhares, 
and their Spears into Pruning» hooks, according tothe Iago” pl a 
' T{ajiab: And the holy City New Zruſalem, the Mother of .m: ny ; 
Sons and Daughters,may become the Praiſe of the whole Earth, .and* 
the Kings of the Earth chat are ſaved,may bring their Glory and H en 
nour intoit, and rule inthe Lambs Power, over the Beaſt and; Powe "04 
of Darkneſs; andthe Kingdoms of the World:my the King-: 
doms of our Lord Jefus Chriſt, that God may be all in all, "M04 wer. 
all bleſſed for ever. Gs : 
This will the Lord bring to paſs (we do believe) inbta _ din» 
ted rime, and in his day, by his Word and Power: And as. ry 
bath been pleaſed to manifeſt bis Love'in 8s, and openthe! Rho 
our Underſtandings, and reveal his Mind ard Will ; even ſo in the 
ſame Love we fignifie (according co the Will of God) i in loreroa 
People, that they may ceaſe to do evil, and learn to do well, ar | 
rothe Lord, and eſcape his beavy Judgment, which witlcerea 
ly come upon the Ungodly, except they repenty- For the Uny 
foal not ſtand before bim in the Judgment, nor Sinners in Ros. 
ticw of the Righteous : Therefore Kiſs the Son, leſt. he be # ors 
and ye periſh from the Way, when his Wrath is kindled but # li iccle $ 
Bleſſed are all they that puc-their Truſt in bim,and ma D,. 
and receive his Counſel, that they may pertake of his Be 
and grow if the ſame inco the Eftate of Ele&ion, and ” oy 
Lamb in the meek Spirit of Grace 3 and refilt the Enemy, 
cuſer ofthe Brethren and Servarts of the Lord, in n al} 
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